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strong record in this Chamber of sepa-
ration of church and State, but I think
we should give the President a chance
on this. If something goes awry, then
let us change it. But I think it will not,
and I think thousands of people will be
able to help hundreds of people.

Through the welfare law passed in
1996, Congress provided opportunities
for religious organizations, and I think
there has been some very good lan-
guage in H.R. 7. This program will
work.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 21⁄2 minutes to the gentleman
from Mississippi (Mr. PICKERING).

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in proud support of both the rule
and H.R. 7. I want to commend the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. HALL), who is
an example to all of us, and the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. WATTS).
They are the best of this institution.

I want to say that in my home State
of Mississippi we have the proud dis-
tinction of being the most charitable
State in the Nation, the most gen-
erous. And because of the faith-based
initiative, we have had an effort that
has brought our christian community
together with the Jewish community,
with Muslims, with black, with white,
people of all ages to organize in sup-
port of this initiative, because we know
in Mississippi, just as we know across
this country, that for the addict, for
the alcoholic, for the struggling fam-
ily, for the hungry, for the prisoner, for
those troubled, faith heals, faith re-
news, faith gives the hope that this
country needs.

Our President has called on us to re-
move the hindrances, to remove the
hostility to the faith-based approaches
so that there can be neutrality between
the secular and the religious in healing
our land. It is to remove the discrimi-
nation that we now have against the
faith-based solutions.

I believe this approach can help heal
our land, can bring our people to-
gether. It is happening in my own
State of Mississippi; it is happening all
across this land. I believe this is the
right way at the right time to stand
with organizations from the Salvation
Army to Catholic Charities, to Evan-
gelical Christians, to groups that rep-
resent the full breadth of this land and
the greatest traditions of our faith.

Our founders knew that faith needed
to guide us to give us the political
prosperity and the peace and the rec-
onciliation and the renewal. May we
rise to the occasion today and pass this
great and good legislation.

b 1145

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, before I yield back the
balance of my time, I would simply say
that if I were to believe what has been
said in the past few days, even the past
couple weeks, even some of the stories
I have read in the news, if I were to be-
lieve it without reading the bill, I

would probably vote against this bill,
too. But I have read the bill.

I have lived and worked with some of
these people that we are trying to help.
It is time to reach out to them. It is
time to encourage them, instead of
beating them down. We beat them
down. We turn them away from us
when we have these kinds of discus-
sions. It is time to reach out. That is
what this bill does.

Vote for the rule. Vote for the bill.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance

of my time.
Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues not
to lose sight of our goal here to em-
power those organizations that can
truly help in ways that the government
could only wish, those organizations
that are capable of really producing re-
sults in their own communities, neigh-
bor to neighbor, one at a time. We need
them far more than they need us.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this rule and the underlying
legislation so that we can join our
President and heroes like the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. HALL) and the
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
WATTS) and truly unleash the best of
America.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BONILLA). The question is on ordering
the previous question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
object to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evi-
dently a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members.

Pursuant to clause 9 of rule XX, the
Chair will reduce to 5 minutes the min-
imum time for electronic voting, if or-
dered, on the question of agreeing to
the resolution.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 228, nays
199, not voting 6, as follows:

[Roll No. 250]

YEAS—228

Aderholt
Akin
Armey
Bachus
Baker
Ballenger
Barr
Barton
Bass
Bereuter
Biggert
Bilirakis
Blunt
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bono
Brady (TX)
Brown (SC)

Bryant
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Cannon
Cantor
Capito
Castle
Chabot
Chambliss
Coble
Collins
Combest
Cooksey
Cox
Crane

Crenshaw
Cubin
Culberson
Davis, Jo Ann
Davis, Tom
Deal
DeLay
DeMint
Diaz-Balart
Doolittle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Everett
Ferguson

Flake
Fletcher
Foley
Forbes
Fossella
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Ganske
Gekas
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gilman
Goode
Goodlatte
Goss
Graham
Granger
Graves
Green (WI)
Greenwood
Grucci
Gutknecht
Hall (OH)
Hall (TX)
Hansen
Hart
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Herger
Hilleary
Hobson
Hoekstra
Horn
Hostettler
Houghton
Hulshof
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Isakson
Issa
Istook
Jenkins
John
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Keller
Kelly
Kennedy (MN)
Kerns
King (NY)
Kingston

Kirk
Knollenberg
Kolbe
LaHood
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lucas (OK)
Manzullo
Matheson
McCrery
McHugh
McInnis
McIntyre
McKeon
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller, Gary
Moran (KS)
Morella
Myrick
Nethercutt
Ney
Northup
Nussle
Osborne
Ose
Otter
Oxley
Paul
Pence
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Pickering
Pitts
Platts
Pombo
Portman
Pryce (OH)
Putnam
Quinn
Radanovich
Ramstad
Regula
Rehberg
Reynolds
Riley
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen

Roukema
Royce
Ryan (WI)
Ryun (KS)
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaffer
Schrock
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Sherwood
Shimkus
Shows
Shuster
Simmons
Simpson
Skeen
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Souder
Stearns
Stump
Sununu
Sweeney
Tancredo
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thornberry
Thune
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Toomey
Traficant
Upton
Vitter
Walden
Walsh
Wamp
Watkins (OK)
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson
Wolf
Wu
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NAYS—199

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Allen
Andrews
Baca
Baird
Baldacci
Baldwin
Barcia
Barrett
Becerra
Bentsen
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Bishop
Blagojevich
Blumenauer
Bonior
Borski
Boswell
Boucher
Boyd
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brown (OH)
Capps
Capuano
Cardin
Carson (IN)
Carson (OK)
Clay
Clayton
Clement
Clyburn
Condit
Conyers
Costello
Coyne
Cramer

Crowley
Cummings
Cunningham
Davis (CA)
Davis (FL)
Davis (IL)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Deutsch
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Dooley
Doyle
Edwards
Eshoo
Etheridge
Evans
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Ford
Frank
Frost
Gephardt
Gonzalez
Gordon
Green (TX)
Gutierrez
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Hill
Hilliard
Hinchey
Hoeffel
Holden
Holt
Honda

Hooley
Hoyer
Inslee
Israel
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee

(TX)
Jefferson
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (OH)
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy (RI)
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind (WI)
Kleczka
Kucinich
LaFalce
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lofgren
Lowey
Lucas (KY)
Luther
Maloney (CT)
Maloney (NY)
Markey
Mascara
Matsui
McCarthy (MO)
McCarthy (NY)
McCollum
McDermott
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